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SUBJECT: CHOU EN-LAI'S DEATH: PEKING ATMOSPHERICS 

1. PEOPLE CONTINUE TO GO ABOUT THEIR BUSINESS ROUTINELY IN PEKING, 

BUT A NOTICEABLE PALL HAS DESCENDED OVER THE CITY. THE PHOTOGRAPHERS 
ARE GONE EROM TIEN AN MEN SQUARE TODAY AND THE SOI .EM EXPRESSIONS 
ON THE FACES OF MOST PEOPLE ON THE STREETS, -AND THE ABSENCE 
OE EVEN AN OCCASIONAL SCENE OF JUCULAR BANTERING- SUGGESTS THE 
SORROW WE HAVE ENCOUNTERED OVER CHOU'S DEATH IN INDIVIDUAL CONVER- 
SATIONS WITH CHINESE IS GENUINE AND WIDESPREAD. CHINESE EMPLOYEES, 
LANGUAGE INSTITUTE TEACHERS, HOSPITAL PERSONNEL, AND GOVERNMENT 
OEFICIALS (INCLUDING MEA PROTOCOL CHIEE CHU CHUAN-HSIEN) HAVE SHOWN 
DEEP GRIEE OR BROKEN OUT IN TEARS WHEN THE SUBJECT OE CHOU'S DEATH 
COMES UP IN CONVERSATION WITH USLO PERSONNEL. COMMENTS WE HAVE 
HEARD EROM CHINESE CONVEY A GENERAL FEELING OF EXTRAORDINARY LOSS 
TO CHINA CAUSED BY CHOU'S DEATH AND UNCERTAINTY AS TO CHINA'S EUTURE 
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ANYTHING LIKE THIS IMPACT FOLLOWING THE DEATHS OE TUNG PI-WU AND KANG 
SHENG LAST YEAR. 

2. THE ARRANGEMENTS FOR THE EUNERAL ARE GOING FORWARD WITH AN 
OVERRIDING CONCERN FOR DIGNITY AND SOLEMNITY. THE FUNERAL COMMITTEE 
HAS ANNOUNCED THAT THE LEADERSHIP WILL PAY LAST RESPECTS TO CHOU'S 
REMAINS ON JANUARY 10 AND 11, MOURNING CEREMONIES (FOR FOREIGNERS 
AND REPRESENTATIVEES OF THE MASSES) WILL BE HELD ON JANUARY 12, 13, 

AND 14, WITH A FINAL MEMORIAL SERVICE ON JANUARY 15, THE NATIONAL 

DAY OE MOURNING. RED FLAG LIMOUSINES HAVE BEEN CARRYING CHINESE 
LEADERS TO THE HOSPITAL ALL DAY TODAY TO VIEW THE REMAINS. THE 
FUNERAL COMMITTEE HAS ALSO FIRMLY REFUSED TO ALLOW ANY EOREIGN 
DELEGATIONS TO COME TO PEKING FOR THE FUNERAL DESPITE STRONG PRE- 
SSURE FROM MANY FOREIGN FRIENDS AND GOVERNMENTS TO DO SO. APPAR- 
ENTLY, THE CHINESE WERE UNWILLING TO TROUBLE WITH SUCH AN EXTRAN- 
EOUS MASS DESCENDING ON PEKING NOW OR TO HAVE DISRUPTIVE DISPUTES 
OVER WHO WOULD ATTEND DETRACT FROM THE SOLEMNITY OF THE OCCASION. 
THE OTHER ARRANGEMENTS ALSO SEEM DESIGNED TO ENSURE THAT ANY PUBLIC 
EXPRESSIONS OF SORROW BY THE MASSES IN PEKING WILL BE RESTRICTED TO 
ORDERLY EILING PAST THE ASHES IN ORGANIZED GROUPS. 

3. THE FIRST PART OF JANUARY 10 PEOPLE'S DAILY 

(WHICH ARRIVED SIX HOURS LATE) CARRIED THE ANNOUNCEMENT OF THE FUN- 
ERAL ARRANGEMENTS AND MESSAGES OF CONDOLENCE FROM ALBANIA, NORTH 
KOREA, VIETNAM, AND ROMANIA. PAGES FOUR AND SIX ARE ALSO COMPLETELY 
DEVOTED TO CONDOLENCE MESSAGES FROM FOREIGN DIGNITARIES. THIS MATER- 
AIL ALSO DOMINATES PRC RADIO BROADCASTS. 
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